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1. BACKGROUND 
 

1.1 In September 2013, the government announced that free 
school meals would be extended to all infant aged pupils 

(reception, year 1 and year 2) in state-funded schools. This 

follows a recommendation in the School Food Plan, an 

independent review published in July 2013. The new legal 
duty has been placed on all statutory funded schools in 

England, including Academies and free schools, by the 
Children and Families Act 2014.  

 

1.2 The previous government instigated pilot projects held 
between 2009-2011, that found that universal free school 

meals could have significant benefits for children and schools. 
Pupils in the pilot areas were found to eat more healthily and 

perform better academically – and these improvements were 

most pronounced among the poorest pupils. Schools also 

reported improved behaviour and atmosphere, as a result of 

all pupils (and an increasing number of teachers) eating 

together every day. There was also an increased take-up in 

other year groups that did not get a free meal. 

 

1.3    Initial announcements about capital funding were made in 

December and about revenue funding in January but it was 

in March that details were published, including:  

• a general guidance document for schools  

• additional transitional funding for small schools and 
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FOR INFORMATION 



how this will be calculated  

• information about initial allocations of revenue 

funding for 2014-15 during the summer term and 

subsequent funding adjustments based on actual 

take-up (measured in October 2014 and January 

2015 School Censuses)  
• information about national support targeted to help 

schools deliver the new offer, where they meet 

certain criteria  

• a general UIFSM toolkit that all schools, local 

authorities and school meals providers can access  

 

1.4 DfE communications recognise that schools and local 

authorities will have some concerns about the logistical 

challenges of feeding more children every day but state 

that “with commitment on all sides and good planning, 

none of these challenges are insurmountable” and 
reassurance that “we are making available a package of 

help and advice targeted at those schools that will need it 

most.”  

 
1.5 In H & F we already feed approximately 72% of Primary 

School Pupils and envisage an increase in take up from 
those pupils currently taking a packed lunch in Key Stage 

1. This is likely to be approximately 87% of 480 pupils. 

 

1.6 Note that nursery pupils are not included in any of these 
proposals including where they attend for a full day. 

 
2. CAPITAL FUNDING 

 

2.1 The capital funding for Community/Maintained schools is 

£194k. A separate amount has been allocated to VA schools.  
 

2.2 The School Contracts Team have met and discussed with the 

incumbent school meals provider, Eden, as to the potential 

need for building works and additional items of equipment. 

There are no envisaged building works and a needs/volume 

basis will be used for the heavy equipment purchases. We will 

be contacting schools to discuss each ones needs. There are 

three schools (all VA’s) outside the Eden contract which will 

be “entitled” to some funding and we can discuss with them 

as to their possible needs. We are available to advise all the 

VA schools on their needs as well. 

 

 

    



 
3. TRANSITIONAL FUNDING FOR SMALL SCHOOLS 

 

3.1 There are no schools in H&F that meet these criteria. 

 

 

4 REVENUE FUNDING 

 

4.1 Revenue funding for the new statutory requirement will be at 

a flat rate of £2.30 per additional meal, take-up measured 

through new school census indicator in October 2014. Please 

note that the measure of take up funded from this grant will 

be for pupils over the FSM eligibility levels. The FSM eligibility 

element is to continue to be funded from the current schools 

funding formula allocations. DfE will inform LA and schools of 

provisional allocations for 2014-15 in June 2014; and funding 

for the first two terms made to local authorities based on data 

from January 2014 Schools Census and planning assumption 
that 87% of newly eligible pupils will take 190 school meals in 

the course of the academic year. Subsequent adjustment 
based on actual data from October 2014 and January 2015 

Censuses (an average of the two counts). Payment will be 

made in June/July based on January 2014 count with any 

adjustments made in the spring term for the actual.  If the 
result is an overpayment, the adjustment will be made in 

2015/16 and schools will be required to make an adjustment 
as part of the end of year closure of accounts process.    

 

4.2 A model showing an estimate of the amount of additional that 

each school will receive based on take up at 87% of those 

newly eligible and also at 100% take up of those newly 

eligible. Note that these are estimates only intended to assist 

schools in planning for the likely volume changes. The actual 

amount that a school receives will be based on future census 

counts and may differ from that modelled.  

 

 

5  RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

5.1 Schools Forum is asked to note the contents of the report. 
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